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Introduction

S  ince April 1956, millions of readers around the world 
have found daily inspiration, hope, comfort, and biblical 

truth from the pages of Our Daily Bread. Now you can find 
inspiration and quiet moments for the Christmas season from 
one of the most beloved devotionals, compiled into one conve-
nient volume.

We believe that this book will be of help to you and those 
you know in every circumstance of life. May it and the Word of 
God bring strength to your soul.

Other books in the Strength for the Soul  
from Our Daily Bread series

Cherish
Comfort

Grief 
Hope
Peace
Prayer 
Trust
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A Season of Renewal

Do you not know? 
 Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
 and his understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 
 and increases the power of the weak. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, 
 and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the Lord

 will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
 they will run and not grow weary, 
 they will walk and not be faint. 
  —Isaiah 40:28–31
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A   survey showed that 84 percent of people in the United 
States want a less materialistic holiday season. I suspect 

the same is true of people in many other countries. But when 
all roads seem to lead to the shopping malls, what is the path-
way toward a more spiritual and meaningful celebration of 
Christ’s birth?

Some church leaders are suggesting that we put more atten-
tion on the observance of Advent, the four-week period before 
Christmas. Instead of filling those days with activity and ending 
up physically and spiritually depleted, we need to recall that 
“those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Even with a busy calendar of school and church programs, 
and family obligations, we can still carve out time to “hope in 
the Lord” and to concentrate on the true meaning of this sea-
son. We can determine to make the most of our times of daily 
Bible reading and prayer, and to give people priority over things. 

As we take time to focus on Christ’s birth and to strengthen 
our relationship with Him, this time of year can become a sea-
son of renewal instead of exhaustion.  —David McCasland
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The Gif t of  Joy

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  .  .  .

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.  —Luke 2:8–12, 16–20
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D uring the Christmas season it’s easy to be swept along 
by the flood of frenzied gift-buying. Our motive may be 

commendable—we want to show our love for family and 
friends. We may even argue that the exchange of expensive 
presents reflects God’s gift to us of His Son and is a way to 
spread yuletide joy. 

According to author Bill McKibben, though, we may be 
robbing ourselves and others of deeper and longer-lasting joy. 
When the giving is over, we find that the gifts didn’t bring the 
sought-after satisfaction.

McKibben and some of his friends began to encourage oth-
ers to limit their total holiday spending to a fraction of what 
they had spent in previous years. By taking the emphasis off 
gift-giving, they believe they will be able to concentrate more 
on the real reason for Christmas and to enjoy the season. 

When the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds out-
side Bethlehem, he told them, “I bring you good news of great 
joy” (Luke 2:10). The news that brings “great joy” even today is 
that the Savior has been born (v. 11). 

Have we lost sight of what’s really at the heart of Christmas? 
Let’s take time this season to focus on God’s gift to us, and to 
share that joy-producing news with others.   
   —Vernon Grounds
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O Holy Night

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keep-
ing watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
  —Luke 2:4–14
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A  ccording to tradition, a Christmas song once brought 
peace to a battlefield. It happened on Christmas Eve 

during the Franco-German War (1870–1871) as the two sides 
faced each other in their trenches.

A French soldier jumped up and began singing “O Holy 
Night.” The surprised German soldiers did not fire. Instead, 
one of them stepped forward to sing “From Heaven Above to 
Earth I Come.”

For a brief time at least, peace on earth prevailed and good-
will was shared among men whose job it was to kill each other.

Think about the words of “O Holy Night” and see how 
they can bring hostilities to a halt. “Long lay the world in sin 
and error pining.” Who knows about the world’s ills better than 
soldiers who are facing the consequences of war, killing, and 
death?

“A thrill of hope” is what those men needed in the darkness 
of that winter night. Hope is what “the dear Savior’s birth” pro-
vides. Because of Him the “weary world rejoices.”

Even though we may not be engaged in physical combat, 
we all face the battles of everyday life. We can let the peace of 
that holy night—the night of our dear Savior’s birth—reign in 
our hearts the whole year through.  —Dave Branon
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The Shepherds

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”

  —Luke 2:8–10
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T  he angel bypassed Jerusalem, the religious center of 
Israel. He didn’t go to Herodium, Herod’s villa near Beth-

lehem. He appeared instead to a band of shepherds tending their 
flocks (Luke 2:8–9). 

Back then no one thought God would be interested in 
shepherds, or that shepherds would be interested in God. Shep-
herds were notoriously irreligious, ranked by the rabbis with 
prostitutes and other “habitual sinners.” They were outcasts, 
barred from the synagogue and polite society. They assumed 
that God would never accept them, and they feared Him.

But God spoke to them. I think He knew that these shep-
herds, like so many people who appear indifferent to spiritual 
things, were quietly longing for God.

All of us have a longing for something more. And no matter 
how hard we try to appear self-sufficient, sooner or later we run 
out of something essential—love, money, time, or life. Isola-
tion, loneliness, and fear of death lead us to acknowledge our 
need for a Savior. But where can we find Him?

The angel’s words to the shepherds were simple and direct: 
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). You can find Him too.   
   —David Roper
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Something Happened 
Here

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not understood it . . .

He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. —John 1:3–5, 10–14
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Christians are divided in their views of Christmas. Some 
want to give up on it and hand it over to the stores. Oth-

ers want to salvage it and use it to say something important 
about the birth of Jesus to a weary secular world. I, for one, 
would like to take my place with the second group. 

Years ago an old pioneer journeyed westward across the 
Great Plains of North America until he came to an abrupt halt 
at the edge of the Grand Canyon. He gawked at the sight before 
him—a vast chasm one mile deep, eighteen miles across, and 
stretching out of sight. He gasped, “Something must have hap-
pened here!”

At the Christmas season, anyone who stops to look and 
listen must ask what the hustle and bustle is all about. A 
thoughtful man or woman, seeing the lights, the decorations, 
the festivities, and the religious services might also conclude, 
“Something must have happened here!”

Of course, something did happen. We need to tell the 
world about it. God has visited our planet. His Son Jesus Christ 
came to reveal God and to die for our sins (John 1:1–14). It’s 
the best news ever! The Lord came and lived among us that we 
might live forever with Him. 

That’s why we can rejoice at Christmas.   
   —Haddon Robinson
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Weighed Down at 
Christmas

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in 
their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. 
And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is  written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
 because he has anointed me 
 to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
 and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, 
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him, and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” —Luke 4:14–21
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D  uring a December visit to New York City’s Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, I paused to admire the magnificent 

Christmas tree. It was covered with angels and surrounded at its 
base by an elaborate eighteenth-century nativity scene. Nearly 
two hundred figures, including shepherds, the Magi, and a 
crowd of townspeople, looked in anticipation toward the man-
ger or gazed up in awe at the angels.

But one figure appeared different from the rest—a barefoot 
man, who carried a heavy load on his back and looked at the 
ground. It struck me that this man, like so many people today, 
was so weighed down that he couldn’t see the Messiah.

Christmas can be a difficult time for those who carry the 
burden of hard work, stressful family situations, and personal 
loss. But we should remember that Christ came into our world 
to lift up all those who are bowed down. Jesus used the words 
of Isaiah to announce His God-given mission on earth: “To 
preach the gospel to the poor; . . . to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18 
NKJV).

Jesus came to lift our burdens so we can raise our eyes to 
welcome Him at Christmas.  —David McCasland

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



18

The Child with  
Many Names

For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  —Isaiah 9:6
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T  he Associated Press carried a story from England about 
a couple who gave their newborn daughter 139 names. 

They said they’ll call her Tracy, but officially she’ll be: Tracy 
Mariclaire Lisa Tammy Samantha Christine Alexandra . . . (you 
get the idea). When the father was asked why they did this, he 
said, “We just wanted to give her something for when she grows 
up.” The article, carried by a local paper, was captioned, “What’s 
In a Name? Don’t Ask This Girl.” Obviously her parents weren’t 
thinking about the meaning of her names. They just wanted to 
do something unusual. 

During this season we celebrate the birth of Jesus who also 
had many names. But in our Lord’s case, all His titles are very 
significant. In biblical times, a person’s name had great mean-
ing; it did more than provide “a handle.” It said something 
about the character of the person who bore it. That’s especially 
important when we realize that Jesus is referred to in the Bible 
by many different titles each reflecting something about His 
person and work. 

As Christians, we must make sure we know and experience 
Him in a manner consistent with His names. If we call Him 
“Jesus,” which means “Savior,” we must trust Him to deliver us 
from the power as well as the penalty of sin. If we call Him 
“Lord,” we must allow Him to be just that. And what about 
such names as “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace”? Do I act as if that’s who He is?   
   —Mart De Haan
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W here’s the Baby?

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz,“Ask the Lord your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 

But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” 

Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 
enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my 
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will 
call him Immanuel.” —Isaiah 7:10–14
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T  wo women who were dressed in their finest were hav-
ing lunch together in a very exclusive restaurant. A friend 

saw them and came over to their table to greet them. “What’s 
the special occasion?” she asked. One of the women said, “We’re 
having a birthday party for the baby in our family. He’s two 
years old today.” “But, where is the baby?” the friend asked. 
The child’s mother answered, “Oh, I dropped him off at my 
mother’s house. She’s taking care of him until the party’s over. It 
wouldn’t have been any fun with him along.”

How ridiculous—a birthday celebration for a child who 
wasn’t welcome at his own party! Yet, when you stop to think 
about it, that’s no more foolish than going through the Christ-
mas season, with all of its festivities, without remembering the 
One whose birth we are supposed to be honoring.

And that’s the way many people celebrate Christmas. In all 
the busyness—the party-going, gift-shopping, and family gath-
erings—the One whose birthday they are commemorating is 
almost completely forgotten. 

As you move into this holiday season, in all of your good 
times with family and friends, make sure you don’t leave out the 
Lord Jesus. Give Him the honor He deserves.  
   —Richard De Haan
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Christmas Choice

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star in the east and have come to worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jeru-
salem with him . . . 

Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the 
exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the 
star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 
another route. —Matthew 2:1–3, 7–12
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W hen Herod realized that he had been outwitted by 
the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all 

the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old 
and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi.

The glitter of bright decorations, the sound of joyous 
Christmas carols, the happy children, and the cheerful “Merry 
Christmas” greetings sometimes give the impression that every-
body is glad that Jesus came to our planet. But that isn’t true 
today, and it never was. 

The news of Jesus’ birth evoked a mixed reaction. An angel 
brought “good tidings of great joy.” The shepherds and wise 
men welcomed the Savior. But Herod was so troubled when he 
heard about it that he tried to destroy the baby Jesus. And the 
religious leaders of that day were indifferent. They sent no del-
egation to Bethlehem to find out what had happened.

Still today, thousands honor Jesus and rejoice in their salva-
tion. But many others hate Him. They make efforts to outlaw 
the singing of Christmas carols in shopping malls and the dis-
play of nativity scenes in public places. Many others are apa-
thetic. They go along with the celebration of the season. They 
join in singing Christmas carols. But they never ask themselves 
who Jesus is or why He came. They don’t think of their respon-
sibility to believe on Him and receive Him as their Savior.

Are you among the indifferent? To ignore Him and His 
claims is to reject Him. Christmas demands a decision about 
Christ. The choice is yours.  —Herb Vander Lugt
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A Bad Christmas?

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Eliza-
beth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in 
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a 
loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound 
of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said 
to her will be accomplished!” —Luke 1:39–45
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J  ust about the time Americans have devoured the last 
Thanksgiving turkey leftovers, sad-faced TV newscasters 

tell them that it “looks like a bad Christmas” this year. What 
they mean is that sales in retail stores may be down during the 
upcoming Christmas buying season. And that makes for a 
“bad” Christmas.

Now, we understand why this is news. Many companies 
need a year-end consumer spending frenzy to stay afloat finan-
cially. Yet there’s something in me that doesn’t like people talk-
ing about a “bad” Christmas, even when it refers to poor retail 
sales. How can the celebration of the birth of the Messiah, the 
Savior of the world, ever be bad?

Let’s look at that familiar story again. In the months before 
Jesus was born, Mary ventured to a nearby town to visit her 
relative Elizabeth, who also was expecting a child. As soon as 
Mary spoke, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy. There 
was excitement in the air for those who knew the true identity 
of Mary’s baby. 

Let’s recapture that joyous excitement by refocusing our 
attention on the event we celebrate rather than on the celebra-
tion of the event. It is Jesus’ birth we are honoring, and that 
always makes for a good Christmas.  —Dave Branon
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The Big News

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

  —Luke 2:8–14
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I  n December 1903, after many attempts, the Wright 
brothers were successful in getting their “flying machine” 

off the ground. Thrilled, they telegraphed this message to their 
sister Katherine: “We have actually flown 120 feet. Will be home 
for Christmas.”

Katherine hurried to the editor of the local newspaper and 
showed him the message. He glanced at it and said, “How nice. 
The boys will be home for Christmas.” He totally missed the 
big news—man had flown!

Many people today make a similar mistake when they hear 
the word Christmas. They don’t think of Jesus and His miracu-
lous birth. Instead, they think of family gatherings, festive 
meals, decorations, and gifts. To them, Christmas brings nos-
talgia and memories of childhood.

Now, all this celebration isn’t wrong. But if that’s all that 
Christmas means to us, we are missing its true significance. The 
true meaning of this special day is summed up in the words of 
the angel to the shepherds on that night long ago: “I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11). 

That’s the big news of Christmas!  —Richard De Haan
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When God  
Stepped Out

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all cre-
ation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rul-
ers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is 
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him. —Colossians 1:15–19
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W  e don’t have to guess what God is like. Nor do we 
have to respond like the little boy who looked up at the 

sky and asked his mother, “Is God up there?” When she assured 
him that He was, the youngster replied, “Wouldn’t it be nice if 
He would put His head out and let us see Him?” 

What that boy didn’t understand is that God did let us see 
Him. By sending His Son Jesus to earth, the heavenly Father 
fully revealed Himself as He is. Jesus was God “manifested in 
the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16 NKJV). He made this clear when 
He said to Philip, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). Theologians refer to this truth as the incar-
nation. 

This is the good news of Christmas: God has shown us 
what He is like in the person of His Son. He left heaven’s glory 
and came down to earth to be born of a virgin. All the attributes 
of the infinite God resided in the Baby that Mary cradled in a 
Bethlehem manger. He was the “image of the invisible God,” 
the One by whom “all things were created” and in whom “all 
things hold together” (Colossians 1:15–17).

As we pause to celebrate Jesus’ birth, remember who He is. 
In Him we see displayed the holiness, the grace, and the love of 
the eternal God. 

At Christmas, God did step out of heaven.   
   —Paul Van Gorder
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An Unrecognized Gif t

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census 
that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 
everyone went to his own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. —Luke 2:1–7
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I  n the early nineteenth century, a war-weary world was 
anxiously watching the march of Napoleon. But during 

that time, obscure, seemingly insignificant events were occur-
ring that would help to shape the future. 

In 1809, between the battles of Trafalgar and Waterloo, 
William E. Gladstone was born in Liverpool; Alfred, Lord Ten-
nyson in Summersby, England; Oliver Wendell Holmes in Bos-
ton; Felix Mendelssohn in Hamburg, Germany; and Abraham 
Lincoln in Hodgenville, Kentucky. Now, almost two hundred 
years later, is there the slightest doubt about the greater contri-
bution to history—those battles or those babies?

So it was with the birth of Jesus. The Bethlehem crowd was 
all concerned about a census and the power of Rome. They had 
no inkling that the infinite infant Son of God was asleep in 
their little town. Only a few shepherds hurried to see Him who 
was born in a stable. And as they left, they glorified God. 

We can get so caught up in the commercial busyness of this 
season that we overlook how great a gift this little Babe really 
was. Only when we remember that His sacrificial death for our 
sins and His resurrection from the grave were His destiny do we 
recognize His value to the human race. Then we can exclaim, 
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”   
   —Dennis De Haan
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The Main Event

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 
favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
 virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible 
with God.” 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me 
as you have said.” Then the angel left her. —Luke 1:30–38
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D  uring the Great Depression that hit the United States 
in the 1930s, a family in the Midwest struggled to put 

food on their table. They had no money for luxuries. 
One day, posters all over town announced that a circus was 

coming. Admission would be $1. A boy in the family wanted to 
see the show, but his father told him that he would have to earn 
the money on his own. The youngster had never seen a circus 
before, so he worked feverishly and was able to buy a ticket.

On the day the circus arrived, he went to see the performers 
and the animals parade through town. As he watched, a clown 
came dancing over to him, and the boy put his ticket in the 
clown’s hand. Then he stood on the curb and cheered as the rest 
of the parade moved by.

The youngster rushed home to tell his parents what he had 
seen and how exciting the circus was. His father listened, then 
took his son in his arms and said, “Son, you didn’t see the cir-
cus. All you saw was the parade.”

That story is a parable of Christmas. Many people get 
excited about the festivities but miss the main event. During 
this season, let’s remember what happened in a humble stable 
and what Jesus’ birth means to us.  —Haddon Robinson
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The F orgotten Tree 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but 
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him 
to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses 
whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” —Acts 10:39–43
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I  n Acts 10:39, the cross of Calvary is called a tree. It’s 
also referred to this way in Acts 5:30, Acts 13:29, Gala-

tians 3:13, and 1 Peter 2:24. 
At this season when much attention is paid to the Christ-

mas tree covered with tinsel, ornaments, and colored lights, the 
rugged cross of Calvary might well be called the forgotten tree 
of Christmas. Many people completely overlook the purpose 
for which Jesus came to earth. The true significance of His birth 
can be lost in the trappings, gift-giving, and party-going associ-
ated with the celebration of this holiday. 

We must keep clearly in mind the real meaning of Christ-
mas. Luke tells us that “the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save what was lost” (Luke 19:10). The Babe of Bethlehem was 
born to die. He came to give His life as a sacrifice for sin by 
hanging on a tree—not a tinsel-covered thing of beauty, but an 
ugly, cruel instrument of execution. 

As we remember our Savior’s birth in Bethlehem’s stable, 
let’s be deeply conscious that it is vitally related to Golgotha’s 
hill where He was crucified, and where He shed His blood for 
the sins of the world. 

Don’t let Calvary’s cross be the forgotten tree of Christmas. 
It’s the most important one!  —Richard De Haan
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The Right Time?

Sons are a heritage from the Lord, 
 children a reward from him. 
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior 
 are sons born in one’s youth. 
Blessed is the man 
 whose quiver is full of them. 
They will not be put to shame 
 when they contend with their enemies in the gate. 
Blessed are all who fear the Lord, 
 who walk in his ways. 
You will eat the fruit of your labor; 
 blessings and prosperity will be yours. 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
 within your house; 
your sons will be like olive shoots 
 around your table. 
Thus is the man blessed 
 who fears the Lord. 
  —Psalm 127:3–128:4
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I  t was time. Not the time any of us would have chosen. 
Yet it was God’s time. And we had gathered to accept it.

Specifically, it was the day in God’s appointed timetable 
when my dad would be taken from us in death. His eighty-
three good years of service to his Savior and his fifty-one loyal 
years of family leadership were over. His strong, determined 
body had at last succumbed to the relentless processes of aging 
and disease.

Yet it was Christmastime. The time of bright lights, joyous 
songs, and talk of Jesus’ birth. It was time for anticipation, chil-
dren’s excitement, and peace on earth. 

It was not a time, it would seem, to think about funeral 
arrangements and saying goodbye. How could this be the right 
time? 

It was the right time because it was God’s time. It was time 
for Dad to stop suffering. It was time for him to spend Christ-
mas with Jesus. It was time for reunion with my sister in 
heaven—and how Dad liked reunions!

It was the right time because God never errs. He knew that 
my father’s work was complete, his influence would live on, and 
his legacy was secure. He knew what He was doing. Dad was 
home for Christmas. It was time—God’s time.   
   —Dave Branon
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Wrapped Up in Greed

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the 
star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold and of incense and of myrrh. —Matthew 2:9–11
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A  s followers of Jesus, we must be careful to guard our 
hearts from greed during this holiday season. In a soci-

ety that has secularized Christmas, that’s not easy.
USA Today reported the results of three polls signaling the 

erosion of the meaning of Christmas. In a survey of Americans, 
only one-third said the birth of Jesus is what makes the holiday 
important. 

What is important, then? The presents, of course! Accord-
ing to the poll, 97 percent of us purchase gifts. 

While there’s nothing wrong with commemorating the gift 
of God’s Son by giving gifts to those we love, this pleasant tradi-
tion can easily become greed-infected. Remember the toy of 
choice in 1996, the Tickle Me Elmo doll? Some people bought 
one for a child or grandchild but gave up that loving idea after 
learning they could turn the toy into a big profit. Newspapers 
were soon carrying columns of ads offering the fad-of-the-sea-
son doll for many times its purchase price.

If you find yourself caught up in the greed of Christmas, 
take a moment to sit quietly. In your mind’s eye, walk with the 
wise men to the Christ-child. Bow before Him and offer Him 
the gift of your love and worship. Instead of a greedy Christmas 
this year, let’s make it a worshipful one.  —Dave Egner
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Sing a New Song

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and proph-
esied: 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 because he has come and has redeemed his people. 
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David . . .
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the 

 way for him, 
to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
 through the forgiveness of their sins, 
because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness 
 and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived 
in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

  —Luke 1:67–69, 76–80
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T  wo passages in Luke related to the birth of Jesus are 
often called “songs” because of their similarity to Hebrew 

psalms of the Old Testament. The early church set them to 
music and used them in worship. One of them, the Magnificat 
of Mary (1:46–55), is well known. But the second “song” is a 
less familiar poem of praise, which was spoken by Zacharias, 
the father of John the Baptist (vv. 67–79). 

After nine months of divinely imposed silence, Zacharias 
was finally able to speak. He announced that the miracle baby 
born to him and Elizabeth would be named John. Then, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, Zacharias spoke of God’s faithfulness and 
the salvation He would bring through Messiah.

Zacharias said that Jesus, “through the tender mercy of our 
God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us,” 
would come “to give light to those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (vv. 
78–79).

For a fresh look at the birth of Jesus this Christmas, con-
sider Zacharias’ words of prophecy and exultation. Read them 
aloud. Ponder their meaning. Let God use them to write a new 
song of praise deep in your heart.  —David McCasland
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The Spirit of Giving

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25
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Y  es, there are people who believe in Santa Claus. 
According to a poll taken by KRC Research in 1996 and 

cited in US News & World Report, 9 percent of American adults 
say they really do believe in the jolly old North Pole resident. 

Perhaps that’s not surprising when we realize that at no 
other time of the year do we focus so much attention on a single 
theme as during the Christmas season. The fictional character 
of Santa Claus has become an integral part of the celebration in 
our culture because he symbolizes gift-giving, the centerpiece of 
most holiday gatherings. What many people believe in at 
Christmas is the spirit of giving. 

As admirable as that spirit may be, there is something more 
grand and life-changing to believe in. At Christmas we need to 
focus on truths like these:

 • The prophecies of Jesus’ birth (Isaiah 7:14; 9:1–7).
 • The miracle of Jesus’ conception (Matthew 1:18).
 • The perfection of the holy Christ-child (Luke 1:35).
 • The mission of that baby boy (Matthew 1:21).

The Creator of the world miraculously became man on that 
first Christmas morning so He could provide us with the gift of 
eternal life. Now, that’s something to believe in at Christmas! 

   —Dave Branon
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A Witness at  
Christmas

What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of 
transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had 
come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. 
A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God 
is one. 

Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Abso-
lutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, 
then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the 
Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that 
what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 
might be given to those who believe. 

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, 
locked up until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in 
charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 
Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision 
of the law. —Galatians 3:19–25
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D  uring the holiday season, an atheistic organization put 
a sign alongside the community Christmas display in 

Madison, Wisconsin. It blatantly declared: “In this season of 
the winter solstice, may reason prevail. There are no gods, no 
devils, no angels, no heaven or hell. There is only our material 
world. Religion is but a myth and superstition that hardens 
hearts and enslaves minds.” 

On the back of that sign was the warning: Thou Shalt Not 
Steal. That warning, of course, is one of the Ten Command-
ments. How ironic that people who don’t believe in God’s exis-
tence would use one of His laws to keep someone from taking 
their sign! If there isn’t any God to establish what is right and 
what is wrong, that commandment is a human directive that 
carries no authority. 

The Lord gave the commandments to show us our sinful-
ness and need of forgiveness (Galatians 3:24). He then came 
into our world at Bethlehem in the person of Jesus so that we 
might be justified by faith in Him. That Christmas display and 
the words on the back of the protesters’ sign bear testimony to 
our Savior’s birth and to our need for Him. 

Thank God for being the Lawgiver who came to earth to 
redeem the lawbreakers.  —Vernon Grounds
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The Baby Grew Up

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.  —Matthew 1:18–25
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Even Christians can miss the point of the Christmas story 
if they aren’t careful. Halford E. Luccock warned of that 

danger in a thought-provoking essay. He wrote: “We can 
become so charmed with the story of a baby that we grow sen-
timental about it. It does not ask that we do anything about it; 
it does not demand any vital change in our way of thinking and 
living.

“The great question for us is this: Is our Christmas still only 
a story about a baby, or is it more, a deathless story about a 
Person into whom the baby grew, who can redeem the world 
from its sins, and who calls us into partnership with His great 
and mighty purposes?”

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, he said, 
“You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). It is only as we see the 
birth of Jesus in light of His crucifixion and resurrection that 
we are able to grasp the full meaning of Christ’s coming. 

With your eyes wide open this Christmas, respond to God 
with love and commitment for the gift of His Son. Focus your 
thoughts and actions and motivations toward honoring the 
Baby who grew up and died for all our sins. 

Christ the Savior is born!  —David McCasland
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Wishing on Stars

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star in the east and have come to worship him.”  .  .  . 

They went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.

  —Matthew 2:1–2, 9–10
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O n the night Jesus was born, the bright light of a single 
star announced His birth. It was an announcement that 

many had hoped and prayed for, yet many missed.
Perhaps they were like me. Perhaps their hopes were more 

like dreams and their prayers were more like wishes. Maybe 
they were looking for a star that would grant every whim, not a 
light that would reveal their sin.

Every Christmas when I sing in our church’s annual Festival 
of Lights program, I wish for several things. I wish for those few 
magic moments when the choir is so perfectly in tune that I 
can’t hear anyone, yet I can hear everyone. I think that’s what 
the music of heaven will be like. 

Every night when people are laughing at the drama, I wish 
that I could see what’s so funny. But I always get stuck in a part 
of the choir loft that’s behind the set. 

Yes, I wish for these things, but I know that instead of wish-
ing to hear the pure strains of a few songs, I ought to pray that 
I will hear God when He speaks. 

Instead of wishing I could see the drama, I should pray that 
my eyes would see Jesus and not be distracted by the world. 

Wishing is hoping I’ll get what I want from God. A prayer 
is a plea that God will get what He wants from me.   
   —Julie Ackerman Link
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What If?

Marshal your troops, O city of troops, 
 for a siege is laid against us. 
They will strike Israel’s ruler 
 on the cheek with a rod. 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 
 one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, 
 from ancient times.” 
Therefore Israel will be abandoned 
 until the time when she who is in labor gives birth 
and the rest of his brothers return 
 to join the Israelites. 
He will stand and shepherd his flock 
 in the strength of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 
 will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 And he will be their peace. 
  —Micah 5:1–5
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S  everal years ago a group of historians authored a book 
called If—Or History Rewritten. Some of the ifs those 

scholars considered were these: What if Robert E. Lee had not 
lost the Battle of Gettysburg? What if the Moors in Spain had 
won? What if the Dutch had kept New Amsterdam? What if 
Booth had missed when he shot at Abraham Lincoln? What if 
Napoleon had escaped to America?

The attempt to reconstruct the past on the basis of these ifs 
was only a historian’s game. But apply it for a moment to the 
central event in history—the birth of Jesus Christ. It was fore-
told with pinpoint accuracy hundreds of years before by the 
prophet Micah. The greatest if, therefore—the most startling 
question to the imagination—is “What if Jesus had not been 
born as predicted?”

Such an if staggers the mind. It is like imagining the earth 
without a sunrise or the heavens without stars. Yet this if must 
be taken seriously, especially at Christmas, because our world is 
oblivious to the true meaning of Christ’s coming.

Can you imagine what the world would be like without 
Christ? What would history have been without Him? And at a 
personal level, what would your life be without Him? Thank 
God that there are no ifs in history.  —Haddon Robinson
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A Wonderful Li fe

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is 
no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. He 
is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 
So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the 
basic principles of the world. But when the time had fully come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 
those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made 
you also an heir.  —Galatians 3:26–4:7
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E  ach December, millions of people around the world 
watch Frank Capra’s 1946 film It’s A Wonderful Life. 

Although it wasn’t a hit when it debuted, it has become a Christ-
mas classic.

In a Time magazine essay, Roger Rosenblatt pondered the 
film’s continuing appeal. He concluded that the story is really 
about friendship. That helps to explain why we often feel 
choked up as we watch George Bailey’s family and friends rally 
around him in his time of greatest need. Rosenblatt said, “Just 
when George thinks he’s alone in the world, the world shows 
up to declare its love for him.”

That sentence seems to capture the essence of our celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus. Just when we thought we were alone 
in the world, Christ came to declare God’s love for us. Not only 
did God send His Son into the world at exactly the right time 
(Galatians 4:4–5), but He also demonstrated “his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8). That’s the message of Christmas that opens the 
door to a wonderful life—the joy of knowing Christ and living 
in His love. 

Have you received the gift of eternal life that He offers to 
you? If not, do so today.  —David McCasland
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Celebrate the Baby

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

  —Luke 2:8–14
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W  hy do we celebrate Jesus’ birthday so differently from 
other birthdays? When it’s time to honor historical fig-

ures who have a day set aside for them, we don’t think about 
them as babies. We don’t have pictures of cute little Abe Lin-
coln in his log cabin in Kentucky. No, we remember him for his 
contributions as an adult.

It is proper, though, that we celebrate Jesus as a child. Think 
about it. When He was born, shepherds came to honor Him 
(Luke 2:15–16). Later, wise men from the East brought Him 
gifts (Matthew 2:8–12). These people had no idea what Christ 
would eventually accomplish as an adult. But they were right in 
doing what they did, because Jesus’ birth was the most remark-
able event in human history.

How amazing! God in human form. The Creator of the 
universe visiting this planet. Let’s never hesitate to celebrate this 
baby at Christmas. Marvel at His incarnation. Stand in awe of 
the tiny baby who had created His worshipers. Then step back 
in wonder, for the story gets even better. This baby grew into 
manhood, lived a perfect life, and willingly died for your sins 
and mine.

Celebrate the baby and trust the Savior. That’s how to make 
Christmas complete.  —Dave Branon
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Hiding in Plain Sight

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his king-
dom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a vir-
gin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God.

  —Luke 1:26–35
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A   Baltimore congregation found the answer to their 
financial troubles on the wall of their church. And it had 

been “hiding” there for more than twenty-five years! Someone 
finally recognized a piece of art hanging in the chapel—it was a 
valuable woodblock print by Albrecht Dürer, dated 1493. The 
work shows the angel telling Mary she would give birth to 
God’s Son. 

Some members just could not believe they had been 
unaware of the value of the old masterpiece, saying in effect, “If 
it were real, why would it be here?”

What about us? Are we overlooking the value of the event 
depicted on that woodblock print? 

Jesus isn’t hiding. The truth that God came to earth in 
human form is plainly announced in His Word. It is reflected 
in our art and in our hymnbooks. But the significance of 
Christ’s birth is still neglected. We get so wrapped up in activi-
ties and programs that we miss the immeasurable worth of 
knowing who that Baby was. 

What’s missing is our worship. Think about the meaning of 
His birth. Jesus is God! He came to save us from our sins (Mat-
thew 1:21) and give us eternal life (John 3:14–18). 

This Christmas, join with the wisemen and shepherds and 
give praise to Jesus—God who became Man.   
   —Mart De Haan
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Letdown

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. —Luke 2:13–20
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T  he night of Jesus’ birth was exciting for Mary and 
Joseph. There before their eyes was the miracle Baby 

whose coming into the world had been announced by an angel. 
The shepherds too were excited when they saw and heard “a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God” and heralding 
His birth (Luke 2:13 NKJV).

But it wouldn’t be long before Mary and Joseph would face 
the ordinary tasks of caring for a new baby and all the accom-
panying responsibilities. The shepherds would be back on the 
hillside tending their sheep. All the elements were in place for 
an emotional letdown, which often follows an emotional high.

I don’t believe they experienced any “after-Christmas blues,” 
however. Mary didn’t quickly forget all that had happened, and 
the shepherds couldn’t easily forget what they had heard and seen 
(vv. 19–20). The angelic message had proven true, and their lives 
were filled with new hope and anticipation.

There’s no reason for an after-Christmas letdown. We have 
the full story. Jesus came to die for our sins, and then conquered 
death for us by rising from the grave. We have more truth to 
ponder and more reason to glorify God than Mary and the 
shepherds did.  —Herb Vander Lugt
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The Place of  
Going Forth

Marshal your troops, O city of troops, 
 for a siege is laid against us. 
They will strike Israel’s ruler 
 on the cheek with a rod. 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 
 one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, 
 from ancient times.” 
Therefore Israel will be abandoned 
 until the time when she who is in labor gives birth 
and the rest of his brothers return 
 to join the Israelites. 
He will stand and shepherd his flock 
 in the strength of the Lord, 
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 
 will reach to the ends of the earth.
  —Micah 5:1–4
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A   lot of attention was suddenly focused on the small 
town of Bethlehem. Jews from many parts of the world 

came to be counted in a census. Mary and Joseph traveled there 
from Nazareth. Shepherds came from the fields to see the Baby 
lying in a manger (Luke 2:15–16) after a multitude of angels 
had come to announce, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (vv. 13–14).

Every Christmas, in our imagination we go to Bethlehem to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. But we cannot stay there; we must leave. 
The angels returned to heaven. Mary and Joseph went to Jeru-
salem, and then sought safety in Egypt.

The shepherds’ exit gives a clear message to us. They left the 
stable and told everyone about the holy Child. “And all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them” (v. 18).

It’s appropriate for us to do the same. Micah prophesied 
that from Bethlehem would go forth a Ruler of Israel, the eter-
nal Maker of the world, who had come to save mankind from 
sin (Micah 5:2). This season, let’s join those who have gone 
forth from their visits to Bethlehem to proclaim the good news 
of Christ, who came to save us.   —Dave Egner

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



62

A Fitting Present

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of 
incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to 
search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and 
his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed 
until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
  —Matthew 2:11–15
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A    little boy was somewhat perplexed by all the exchang-
ing of presents on Christmas morning, for he had been 

taught in Sunday school that it was the birthday of the Savior. 
Finally, after a long period of silence, he asked, “Mommy, when 
are we going to give Jesus His present? I thought it was His 
birthday!” 

Strange, isn’t it, that most of us give gifts to everyone but 
the One whose birthday we celebrate. A good question we 
might ask ourselves is this: What am I going to give to the Lord 
Jesus this Christmas? If you have never trusted in Him as your 
Savior, the thing He desires most from you is a believing heart. 
Why not put your faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross so 
you can be saved from your sins? 

If by faith you already know Christ as your Savior, then the 
most wonderful thing you can do this Christmas is to present 
to God the one gift He most desires to receive from you—your 
body (Romans 12:1). 

Our bodies are to be used for God’s purposes. Because we 
have accepted the gift of salvation from Him, it’s only reason-
able that we should present ourselves to the Father. When we 
give ourselves, we give the one Christmas present that truly fits 
the occasion!  —Richard De Haan
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A Christmas Rose

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25
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I  n contrast to many of the resounding carols proclaiming 
the Savior’s birth, “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” is a 

gentle song. Written in the fifteenth century by an unknown 
 German poet, it stands quietly in the midst of our modern Christ-
mas rush, bearing a message of joy for all who will pause to  listen.

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
As men of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

The song speaks of a season when roses don’t bloom and of 
a night half gone, a time when people often give in to despair.

Christmas can be an emotional winter, a dark night when 
the holiday lights are dimmed and cheery greetings are muted 
by loneliness or fear. Yet there is this word of hope:

This Flower, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere;
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us,
And lightens every load.

A Rose has bloomed at midnight in winter. Christ the Sav-
ior is born! —David McCasland
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A Promise Fulf illed

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.  —Matthew 1:18–25
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I  n the off-season of baseball, managers and coaches con-
centrate on trading players to set themselves up for a win-

ning season the next year. But if you are a Chicago Cubs fan 
like I am, you don’t expect much because we haven’t won a 
championship in years! That made the promise from a newly 
acquired player for the Cubs sound rather incredible. To a 
packed press conference, he said, “We are going to win the 
World Series!” I have to admit, it was hard not to be skeptical. 
It sounded like a promise that most likely he couldn’t deliver.

No doubt the Jews of Jesus’ day who were living under the 
oppressive thumb of Rome had to wonder if God would ever 
make good on His promise to send a Deliverer who would for-
give sin and restore the glory of Israel (Isaiah 1:26; 53:12; 61). 
God had long ago promised one, but they hadn’t heard a word 
from Him in four hundred years. But then, at just the right 
moment, the angel announced to Joseph that Mary would give 
birth to a Son who would “save His people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:21).

Christmas proves that God is a promise-keeping God! He 
said that He would send a Deliverer, and He did. Your sin is not 
beyond the reach of this promise. He is ready and waiting to 
forgive your sins—all of them.  —Joe Stowell
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Blue Christmas

Who has believed our message 
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
 and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by men, 
 a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 
Like one from whom men hide their faces 
 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he took up our infirmities 
 and carried our sorrows, 
yet we considered him stricken by God, 
 smitten by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
 and by his wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
 each of us has turned to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all.
  —Isaiah 53:1–6
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A   growing number of churches are holding annual Blue 
Christmas services for those faced with grief and loss. 

The holiday season’s emphasis on happiness and good cheer 
often makes people who are dealing with heartbreak feel even 
worse. 

An Associated Press article quoted a pastor who described 
the Blue Christmas service as “an opportunity for people to 
come and be in the presence of God and acknowledge their 
grief and despair and loneliness and give it to God.” One par-
ticipant added, “And it’s a good place to have a cry and no one 
will mind.”

During the Christmas season, we often read Isaiah’s proph-
ecies of the coming Messiah who would be born of a virgin 
(Isaiah 7:14) and called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (9:6). But perhaps we 
should also include the words of Isaiah 53: “He was . . . a man 
of sorrows and familiar with suffering . . . Surely he took up our 
infirmities and carried our sorrows . . . And by his wounds we 
are healed” (vv. 3–5). The psalmist reminds us that “[The 
Lord] heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” 
(Psalm 147:3). 

If you’re hurting this Christmas, remember: Jesus came to 
save us, to help us, and to heal us.  —David McCasland
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Reserved in Heaven

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inher-
itance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for 
you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which per-
ishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and 
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.  —1 Peter 1:3–9
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A   friend of mine spent several months rebuilding an old 
Ford Bronco and turning it into an off-road vehicle for 

use here in Idaho. He kept it in his garage under lock and key. 
When Christmas came, Gary thought, “What better place to 
hide my daughter Katie’s present.”

Shortly before Christmas, someone asked Katie what she 
was getting for Christmas. “Oh,” she replied, “I already have it. 
It’s a bicycle in a box under the Bronco in the garage!” 

I don’t know what methods Katie used to discover her pres-
ent. But I do admire her unshakable confidence that the bike 
was hers even though she did not yet have it in her hands. 

That confidence reminds me of the apostle Peter’s words: 
“[God] has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheri-
tance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for 
you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time” (1 Peter 1:3–5).

What is reserved for us? Our inheritance—heaven, and a 
legacy beyond description that rests on the certainty of eternal 
life, “which God, who does not lie, promised before the begin-
ning of time” (Titus 1:2).  —David Roper
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The Forgotten Man

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



73

A   mid all the Christmas activities, one man is often for-
gotten.

No, I don’t mean the person whose birthday we’re celebrat-
ing. Although we often fail to give Jesus first place as He deserves, 
we don’t usually forget Him. I’m talking about Joseph—the man 
God trusted so much that He placed His Son in his home to 
love and nurture. What a responsibility! 

Joseph truly is the forgotten man in the Christmas story. Yet 
his task was an important component of God’s incredible plan. 
As we read the story of the birth of Jesus, we find that Joseph was 
just, righteous, merciful, protective, and courageous. But most 
of all—he was obedient. When the angel told him to take Mary 
as his wife, he obeyed (Matthew 1:24). And when the angel told 
him to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus, he did (2:13–14).

Just as Mary was carefully chosen to bear the Son of God, 
Joseph was deliberately chosen to provide for his young wife 
and the Christ-child. And trusting God, Joseph followed 
through on everything God asked him to do.

What is God asking of you today? Are you willing to com-
mit yourself to do whatever He wants you to do? 

We can learn much about obedience from Joseph, the for-
gotten man of Christmas.  —Cindy Kasper

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



74

The Facts of Li fe

After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months 
remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 
“In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace 
among the people.” 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his king-
dom will never end.” . . .

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me 
as you have said.” Then the angel left her. —Luke 1:24–33, 38
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I  t seems that most of our struggles revolve around want-
ing something we don’t have or having something we 

don’t want. Our deepest longings and our greatest challenges 
are deeply rooted in trying to see the hand of God in these two 
facts of life. This is where Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus 
begins.

The aging Elizabeth longed for a baby. For the young and 
engaged Mary, however, pregnancy should have been a dis-
grace. But when both learned they would have a child, they 
accepted the news with faith in the God whose timing is perfect 
and for whom nothing is impossible (Luke 1:24–25, 37–38).

As we read the Christmas story, we may be struck by the 
real-life context of the people whose names have become so 
familiar. Even while Zechariah and Elizabeth suffered their cul-
ture’s stigma of childlessness, they were described as “upright in 
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and 
regulations blamelessly” (v. 6). And the angel told Mary she had 
found favor with God (v. 30).

Their example shows us the value of a trusting heart that 
accepts the mysterious ways of God and the presence of His 
mighty hand, no matter how perplexing our circumstances may 
be.    —David McCasland
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The Blessing Tree

And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful 
 of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—  

 holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
 from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
 he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost  

 thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
 but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
 but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
 remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
 even as he said to our fathers.”
  —Luke 1:46–55
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I   read about a young couple whose business had failed, 
and they had little money to spend at Christmas. They 

were going to have to move out of their house after the new 
year. But they didn’t want their holiday season to be spoiled 
because of it. So they decided to throw a party. When the guests 
arrived, they saw a cedar tree decorated with one string of lights 
and small rolled-up pieces of paper tied to the limbs with rib-
bon.

“Welcome to our ‘blessing tree’!” they said, beaming. “In 
spite of hard times, God has blessed us in so many ways that we 
decided to dedicate our tree to Him. Each piece of paper 
describes a blessing He has given us this year.”

This couple has faced more trials since then, but they have 
chosen to stay focused on the Lord. They often remark that the 
Christmas with the “blessing tree” was one of their most beauti-
ful, because they could testify as Mary did: “My spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior . . . for the Mighty One has done great things 
for me” (Luke 1:47–49).

Whatever your difficulties, they needn’t spoil Christmas, 
for nothing can spoil Christ! Stay focused on Jesus and seek 
ways to share His blessings with others—perhaps through your 
own “blessing tree.”  —Joanie Yoder
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Door of Humility

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, 
 did not consider equality with God something to  

 be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, 
 taking the very nature of a servant, 
 being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
 he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to death—  

 even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.
  —Philippians 2:5–11
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O  ver the centuries, the entrance to Bethlehem’s Church 
of the Nativity has twice been made smaller. The purpose 

in the last case was to keep marauders from entering the basilica 
on horseback. It’s now referred to as the “Door of Humility,” 
because visitors must bend down to enter.

As we age, bending our knees becomes more and more dif-
ficult and painful. In the physical realm, some people coura-
geously undergo knee replacement surgery. To avoid years of 
increasingly painful joint damage, they endure several weeks of 
agony. 

Like physical knees, spiritual knees can grow stiff over time. 
Years of stubborn pride and selfishness make us inflexible, and 
it becomes increasingly difficult and painful for us to humble 
ourselves. Seduced by false feelings of importance when others 
submit to us, we never learn that true importance comes from 
submitting ourselves to God and to others (Ephesians 5:21; 
1 Peter 5:5). 

As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, it’s good to remember the Door 
of Humility, for it reminds us that we all need new knees—
knees that will bend. Humbly is the only way to enter the pres-
ence of God. 

What better way to honor the One who bent so low to be 
with us.  —Julie Ackerman Link
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A Real Christmas

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righ-
teous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
 you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so 
that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” —Luke 2:25–35
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A    quotation in our church’s Advent devotional guide 
caused me to rethink my approach to Christmas: 

“Let us at all costs avoid the temptation to make our Christ-
mas worship a withdrawal from the stress and sorrow of life 
into a realm of unreal beauty. It was into the real world that 
Christ came, into the city where there was no room for Him, 
and into a country where Herod, the murderer of innocents, 
was king.

“He comes to us, not to shield us from the harshness of the 
world but to give us the courage and strength to bear it; not to 
snatch us away by some miracle from the conflict of life, but to 
give us peace—His peace—in our hearts, by which we may be 
calmly steadfast while the conflict rages, and be able to bring to 
the torn world the healing that is peace.”

When Mary and Joseph presented the infant Jesus to the 
Lord, Simeon said to them: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 
2:34–35).

Christmas is not a retreat from reality but an advance into 
it alongside the Prince of Peace.  —David McCasland
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Pondering the Birth  
of  Christ

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. —Luke 2:15–20
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M  any wonder at the things which occurred in Bethle-
hem centuries ago, but few take the time to really pon-

der their deeper meaning.
Let us take time today to look at a few interesting facts 

pertaining to the Savior, and, like Mary, also contemplate their 
blessed significance. To begin with, Andrew Murray, viewing 
Luke 2 in the light of Colossians 1, gives us this startling com-
ment on which we may meditate: “Jesus was born twice! His 
coming to Bethlehem was a birth into a life of weakness. Later, 
however, as ‘the first-born from the dead’ (Colossians 1:18), He 
arose from the grave in the power and glory of Heaven and 
ascended to the Throne.”

Note also the following facts: The shepherds were willing to 
leave their sheep because they were more interested in viewing 
“the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). The wisemen, having worshiped the young child Jesus, 
“returned to their country by another route” (Matthew 2:12). So 
too, after bowing before Christ as Savior and Lord, we can no 
longer walk the broad avenues we once trod but must go “another 
way” to journey home. Giving the Lord our consecrated devo-
tion and gifts—as did the Magi—we ought then to take Him 
into the arms of our faith, loving Him like the ancient Simeon, 
and speaking of Him to others as did the prophetess Anna. 

With Mary we should prayerfully ponder these and the 
many other blessed truths surrounding Christ’s birth, and then 
adore God for “so great salvation”!  —Henry Bosch
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One H undred Percent 
Right

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you 
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory 
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majes-
tic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, 
and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy 
of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
  —2 Peter 1:16–21
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I  t’s amazing what can be done with statistics. By a clever 
arrangement of facts, framed in a shrewdly worded con-

text, it is possible to make even a poor situation sound good. 
For example, a weatherman once boasted, “I’m 90 percent 
right—10 percent of the time!” By contrast, however, the 
Bible’s predictions are 100 percent right.  

The Lord Jesus was born in the city of Bethlehem (Micah 
5:2); of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14); at the time specified by Daniel 
(Daniel 9:25). Infants in Bethlehem were massacred as foretold 
by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:15); Jesus went down into Egypt and 
returned as prophesied by Hosea (Hosea 11:1). Isaiah foretold 
His ministry in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1, 2); Zechariah predicted His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem riding upon a colt (Zechariah 
9:9), His betrayal for thirty pieces of silver (11:12); and the 
return of this money for the purchase of a potter’s field (11:13). 
David lived one thousand years before the birth of Christ and 
had never seen a Roman crucifixion; yet in Psalm 22, he penned 
under divine inspiration a graphic portrayal of the death Jesus 
suffered. Isaiah 53 also gives us a detailed picture of our Lord’s 
rejection, maltreatment, death, and burial. These few prophe-
cies (and there are many more) should impress the worst of 
skeptics with the reliability of the Bible. 

Since these predictions have all been fulfilled to the smallest 
detail, let us also accept with confidence that which the Bible 
says about the future. Remember, we have a sure word of 
prophecy which is 100 percent right—all of the time!   
   —Richard De Haan
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The Christ Has Come!

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

  —Luke 2:8–14
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T  he birth of the Lord Jesus Christ was right on sched-
ule as far as God’s calendar was concerned. The Bible tells 

us in Galatians 4:4 that “when the time had fully come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman.” From man’s viewpoint, how-
ever, the Savior’s appearance seemed long overdue. Talmage 
expresses it this way: “How painfully and wearily one thousand 
years of the world’s existence rolled along and no Christ. Two 
thousand years and no Christ. Three thousand years and no 
Christ. Four thousand years and no Christ. ‘Give us a Christ,’ 
had cried the Assyrian and Persian and Chaldean and Egyptian 
civilizations, but the lips of the earth and the lips of the sky 
made no answer. However, the slow century and the slow year 
and the slow month and the slow hour at last arrived. The 
world had enjoyed concerts in the morning and vespers in the 
evening, but now it was to have a concert at midnight. The 
window shutters of night were thrown open. Some of the best 
singers stood there, and pulling back the drapery of cloud, they 
chanted a peace anthem until all the echoes from hill and valley 
applauded and encored the ‘Hallelujah Chorus.’ ” 

Today with them we would join our happy voices in grate-
ful retrospect as we raise the glad carol, “O little town of Beth-
lehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless 
sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the 
everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in 
thee tonight.” Yes, thank God, the Christ has come!   
   —Richard De Haan
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Christmas Is for  
Everyone!

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her hus-
band seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until 
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very 
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  
  —Luke 2:36–38
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T  he tragic commercialization of Christmas has caused 
some adults to become so overwhelmed with activity that 

they feel it is a time of happiness only for children. While this 
may be true in the secular sense, it does not apply to the real 
meaning of the season. The birth of Jesus should fill the hearts 
of everyone with joy; for the aged and the young, the wealthy 
and the poor, the strong and the weak all need the salvation He 
came to provide. 

One of those most thrilled by the promised Messiah’s arrival 
was an aged widow. She had lost her husband and the physical 
bloom of youth; yet she kept on believing, continued to worship, 
and never ceased to pray. Entering the temple one day, she saw 
the Baby Jesus in the arms of Simeon. She instantly knew that He 
was the Christ and immediately gave fervent thanks to God. 

Certainly the coming of Jesus Christ into the world is good 
news for children. It tells them that God has provided for their 
redemption from sin, and promises them that the Lord will be 
with them throughout their lives and forever. But it is also a 
wonderful event for adults. It assures them that they need not 
fear death, because our Savior came, paid the price for sin, and 
destroyed the power of the grave. The young should therefore 
take their eyes off the tinsel and toys of Christmas to praise God 
for the gift of His Son, and the aged should likewise give 
“thanks . . . unto the Lord.” Let us all become less occupied 
with the gifts, the activities, and the expenses of the Christmas 
season, and pause to reflect upon the One who came to save us.

   —Herb Vander Lugt
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It ’s a Fact

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the dark-
ness has not understood it . . .

He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. —John 1:1–5, 10–14

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



91

I   can well remember my reaction as a child when I heard 
for the first time that December 25 might not be the 

actual day of our Savior’s birth. The thought came to me, how 
can we really celebrate His birthday if we don’t know exactly 
when He was born? As time went on, I came to realize that it’s 
not the date but the fact of His incarnation that counts. And no 
one who is willing to read the Scriptures with an open mind 
can escape the deeper meaning that “the Word became flesh, 
and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). What’s impor-
tant is that the Savior really did come into this world as a man. 
It makes no difference whether it was December 25, January 6, 
April 20, or November 20.

Look again at the record. The account of Jesus’ birth 
includes details that any informed individual would recognize 
as reliable. The swaddling clothes, the inn, the shepherds’ visit 
all support the conclusion that the Son of God did indeed enter 
this space-time world. There is no question about it. He did 
come. He did live a perfect life. He did die a sacrificial death. 
He did rise from the dead! These things are undeniable, and 
any open-minded person will acknowledge them as true. 
Remember, the exact date when our Lord was born is really 
quite incidental, but the fact that Jesus came to dwell on this 
planet means everything.

How fitting, then, that we pause at this season of the year to 
praise God for the gift of His love. Along with believers around 
the world, let us be thankful that Christ has come. That is a 
fact!    —Richard De Haan

© 2012 Discovery House Publishers



92

 Light Overcoming 
 Darkness

Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
“Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and 
the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and wor-
shiped him  .  .  . And having been warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to 
search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and 
his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed 
until the death of Herod. 

  —Matthew 2:7–15
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W  hen Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the 

boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi.

When Herod ordered the massacre in Bethlehem it must 
have seemed to the sorrowing parents that evil was stronger than 
the power of God. The Gentile world had become increasingly 
immoral, and the Hebrew religion had deteriorated into empty 
legalism. Herod ruthlessly killed anyone who stood in his way, 
including his wife Mariamme and at least three of his sons. Jew-
ish writers have referred to this period as the midnight hour of 
their history. 

The forces of darkness did not win out, however, for God 
intervened and protected the Savior by instructing Joseph and 
Mary to take Him into Egypt. And even though Jesus was later 
misunderstood and hated, He completely fulfilled God’s holy 
law for us. By dying on a cross to pay the price for human sin 
and then rising victoriously, He broke the power of death and 
made eternal salvation available to all who believe. 

Once again the horizon is heavy with the ominous clouds of 
false religions, gross immorality, and widespread despair. But we 
who are trusting Him can be filled with hope, for the Christmas 
story reminds us that God will surely prevail! Even as Christ’s 
birth illumined the dark sky of the Greco-Roman world with a 
new dawn, so His glorious return to this earth will bring about 
the final triumph of light over darkness. —Herb Vander Lugt
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The Servant of Servants

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and pur-
pose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you 
should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.
  —Philippians 2:1–5
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T  oday’s Scripture indicates that our attitude toward oth-
ers should be shaped by the infinite sacrifice we see in the 

incarnation. When our Lord set aside heaven’s glory, He became 
the Servant of servants. If our celebration of the birth of Mary’s 
firstborn Son does not soften and sensitize our feelings toward 
one another, we may be using the occasion of Christmas as an 
excuse for a selfish kind of giving and receiving. 

As we review what the Son of God gave up when He came 
to this earth, we should remember this: one who suffers little 
does not groan in the presence of one who suffers much. For 
instance, would it be appropriate to complain bitterly about 
chapped hands while visiting a leprosarium where people have 
knobby stubs at the end of their arms? What kind of man 
would whine about sore feet to a person who had no feet at all? 
Or what sensitive citizen would cry about having to pay taxes 
while standing at the graveside of one who had given his life for 
his country? 

In an infinitely greater way we should think seriously about 
the birth of Christ, for it represents the beginning of an ultimate 
sacrifice that makes all our petty inconveniences fade into insig-
nificance. The eternal God humbled Himself and became a man 
who lived and died for us. What right have we, then, to com-
plain when He commands us to serve one another? This lesson 
may be difficult to accept but it’s at the very heart of the incarna-
tion. To commemorate Christ’s birth properly, we must become 
a servant of the Servant of servants!  —Mart De Haan
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Bethlehem’s Innkeeper 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census 
that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 
everyone went to his own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. —Luke 2:1–7
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I  f the innkeeper of Bethlehem had known that Mary 
was to give birth to the Messiah that night, do you sup-

pose he would have done more to provide for her? No doubt he 
would have moved out of his own quarters and allowed her to 
occupy his room rather than a stable. If he had, what a blessing 
he would have received! Not only would he have known the joy 
of having given his all to the Savior, but I believe he would have 
been invited to share in the intimate fellowship of those who 
were privileged to behold the newborn King. 

Thomas Lambie and several others once visited the Pales-
tinian fields where the shepherds tended their flocks long ago. 
As they walked along, they sang, “Joy to the world! The Lord 
is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare Him 
room.” Dr. Lambie commented later that these words reminded 
him of missionaries in India who were friends of a government 
official. Whenever the viceroy came to their town on business, 
they would vacate their home, leaving it completely to him. His 
first act after moving in was to ask the missionaries to return as 
his guests. By giving their best to this leader, they were able to 
enjoy his company and hospitality. 

You and I are in a similar position. We have the privilege of 
making room in our hearts for the King of kings. We must hold 
back nothing, giving full control of our lives to Christ. When 
we do, He graciously bids us come and abide with Him, not for 
a brief visit but to enjoy His presence for time and eternity. Do 
you have room for Jesus?  —Paul Van Gorder
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 That Beautiful Name

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25
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W  hen people say that someone’s name is beautiful, 
they are usually referring to its sound. Parents today 

seldom choose a name for their children because of its meaning. 
They pick one that reminds them of a friend or a relative, or 
they select it because it has a combination of syllables that is 
pleasing to the ears. 

To say that the name Jesus is beautiful is not to speak merely 
of phonetics. True, the word does have a gracious quality all its 
own, and even when I hear it spoken in other languages, it has 
a lovely sound. But its real beauty lies in its deep meaning. In 
today’s Scripture we read that an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and told him Mary’s child should be called 
“Jesus,” for He would save His people from their sins. That’s 
why the mention of His name brings to my mind a picture of 
His entire life—His humble birth, His sinless character, His 
profound teachings, His atoning death, His bodily resurrec-
tion, His glorious ascension, His place at God’s right hand, and 
His second coming. You see, these wonderful truths are all part 
of His redeeming work for sinners, and they are compressed 
into that wonderful word “Jesus.” 

Many names bring pleasant associations to mind, but only 
one sets my heart aglow. It fills me with gratitude, joy, and hope 
because of who it represents and what He has done for me. 
What emotions well up within you when you hear the word 
“Jesus”? Do you know the joy and peace experienced by all who 
have called on that beautiful name? —Herb Vander Lugt
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Sonlight

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not understood it. 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives 
light to every man was coming into the world . . .

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. —John 1:3–9, 14
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T  his day has long been celebrated for its relationship to 
light. Back in AD 274 an emperor of the old Roman 

world chose December 25 as “the birthday of the unconquered 
sun.” He recognized that at this midwinter date it reaches its 
lowest point in the southern sky and begins its gradual move-
ment northward again. The annual rebirth of nature was closely 
linked to the Roman new year and planting season. Houses 
were decorated with greenery and candles, and presents were 
given to children and the poor. In time, Christians made this a 
holy day of their own. By AD 336, the church had decided that 
all believers should celebrate the birthday of the Lord Jesus, the 
Son of righteousness, on December 25. 

Although we cannot be certain of the exact date the Savior 
was born, there is little doubt that most of us, like the Romans, 
look forward to longer days and warmer weather. But can we 
say that we are as happy about the coming of the Light into the 
world? This is a serious and difficult question. The Light from 
God not only brings the warmth of His love, but also burns. He 
exposes our pride, our greed, and our lack of self-control. Even 
though we’re His children, it’s easier to hide from this bright-
ness than to admit our continual need of His mercy and His 
strength. 

But that is what Christmas is all about. A new day has 
come! God’s Light has been born into the world, and is still 
shining over us. Today, let’s celebrate humbly and gratefully in 
the light of His Son.  —Mart De Haan
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The Miraculous in 
Christmas

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his king-
dom will never end.”  —Luke 1:26–33
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I   know a minister who talks about God revealed in 
Christ and uses the traditional Christmas music in his 

church. But he told me he isn’t sure Mary was a virgin when she 
became the mother of Jesus, and he insists that it’s wrong to be 
dogmatic about His deity. He refers to the “Christmas event,” 
but he’s stripped away all its miraculous elements.

I have no problem accepting the supernatural in the story of 
Jesus’ coming into the world. But I do have a question about 
this man’s theology. I don’t know why he even celebrates this 
blessed holiday. If the Savior’s birth was not a miracle by which 
God took upon Himself our humanity to redeem us, then the 
“Christmas event” is a farce. One must make a choice—either 
believe everything the New Testament claims about the Lord 
or admit that we have no gospel to preach. If Jesus were a mere 
man who died on a cross after a brief three-year ministry, He 
would not have gained worldwide fame. 

A skeptic once taunted, “If I claimed to be God as Jesus did, 
I could go down in history as a messiah too.” A Christian 
replied, “Yes, if your mother testifies that you were born with-
out a human father, if you live a sinless life, if you let yourself 
be crucified, and if you rise again the third day and show your-
self to a large number of people—then you too could go down 
in history as a messiah.”

Without question, Jesus’ incarnation was the greatest mira-
cle the world has ever seen—God in the person of Christ 
becoming a man to bring us salvation.  —Herb Vander Lugt
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A Genuine Gift

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25
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A   young man who was engaged to marry a lovely girl 
bought her a diamond ring and placed it on her finger. 

It was not a very large stone, but it had a brilliant sparkle. One 
day a jealous, cynical friend looked at it and said, “That’s not a 
genuine diamond—it’s merely an imitation.” At first the young 
woman was very distressed. Had her fiancé given her a cheap 
ring? So she asked her father to take it to a jeweler to ascertain 
its quality. After careful examination the expert said it was a 
“pure white diamond of the first water.” The woman’s confi-
dence in her lover was restored. He would never give her any-
thing that was not genuine.

In the same way, God sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, and He is called in the Scriptures an “unspeakable gift.” 
He is a priceless treasure. Matthew 1:18–25 records some tre-
mendous statements that present Him as being truly the Son of 
God. There is nothing phony about Him! He is the Word made 
flesh. He is the Son of the Eternal One. Verses 18 and 20 state 
that Mary’s child was conceived not by a human father but by the 
Holy Spirit. Verse 21 shows that the babe was divinely named 
“Jesus” because He would save His people from their sins. Verses 
22 and 23 declare that His birth was the fulfillment of prophecy, 
and that He came from Heaven to dwell among men. 

Take a long look at Jesus, my friend. Behold Him! He is 
genuine. The sparkle of deity emanates from His person. He 
was Mary’s child, but He is God’s Son.

Come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.  
   —Paul Van Gorder 
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Light in Your Darkness

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righ-
teous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
 you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him. —Luke 2:25–33
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F  or more than four hundred years no new revelation had 
come from heaven to brighten the landscape of man’s 

sinful night. Then suddenly darkness gave way to light. Jesus 
the promised Messiah left the ivory palaces of glory and visited 
this sin-cursed earth. In His self-sacrificing love He brought 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness to a lost and dying race. 

An artist once made a sketch of a wintry twilight. The trees 
were laden with snow; and a dreary-looking house, lonely and 
desolate, stood in the midst of the drifted field. It was a bleak 
and depressing picture. Then the artist took some yellow chalk 
and with a few quick strokes put a light in one window of that 
home. The effect was almost magical. The entire scene was 
transformed into a vision of comfort and cheer. 

Likewise, the birth of Christ brought the luster of hope to 
this dark world. You’d think people would have rejoiced and 
eagerly received the Savior. Instead, they lived on in their own 
dismal depravity, and with wicked hands they crucified the 
Prince of Life. The second person of the Trinity had come to 
illuminate them spiritually, but they “loved darkness instead of 
light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 

On this Christmas Day let us rejoice that Jesus the true 
Light visited this sin-smitten planet two thousand years ago to 
cast the joyous rays of His salvation upon our pathway. Now all 
who bow before Him in repentance and humble adoration—
acknowledging Him as Savior and Lord —enjoy the “light of 
life” that ends earth’s darkness forever.  —Henry Bosch 
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A Promised Gif t

For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
 there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
 and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
 with justice and righteousness 
 from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
 will accomplish this.
  —Isaiah 9:6–7
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I  n the Wolf Magazine of Letters, we read about a woman 
who in the Christmas rush purchased fifty greeting cards 

without looking at the message inside. She signed and addressed 
all but one, and then dropped them in a mailbox, still not taking 
time to see what they said. The verse on the inside was com-
pletely overlooked. Just imagine her dismay when a few days later 
she glanced at the one unmailed card and read these words:

This card is just to say
A little gift is on the way.

Needless to say, that gift was never received by anyone. 
There were forty-nine disappointed families wondering what 
had happened to their presents. 

How different was God’s promise to us! He did send a gift in 
the person of His Son, the Babe of Bethlehem’s manger. You see, 
many years before the Savior was born, the Lord spoke through 
the prophet Isaiah, saying, “The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). 
And again in verse 6 of chapter 9 we read, “For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given.” Did God keep His word? Indeed He 
did! Galatians 4:4, 5 tells us, “But when the time had fully come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 
those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” 

On this special day, as we commemorate the birth of Christ, 
let’s thank God that He meant what He said. He not only 
promised; He also gave. “Thanks be to God for his indescrib-
able gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15).  —Richard De Haan
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Happy Christmas!

“No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son.” —John 3:13–18
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L ast Easter morning when I walked into church I saw my 
friend and greeted her, “Happy Christmas!” I quickly cor-

rected myself. “I mean, Happy Easter!” 
“Can’t have one without the other,” she smiled.
How true! Without Christmas, there wouldn’t be an Easter. 

And without the resurrection, this day would be just another 
day. In fact, we wouldn’t even be in church.

Christmas and Easter are the most joyful celebrations of the 
year for the Christian. In the first, we celebrate the incarnation 
(God taking on flesh and coming into the world). “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son . . .” (John 
3:16). 

In the second, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. “He is not 
here; he has risen!” the angel said (Luke 24:6). From the begin-
ning of time, these two days were inextricably linked in the 
master plan of the Father. Jesus was born to die for our sins and 
to conquer death so that we could live.

Which is more important? Christmas—the birth of the 
infant Jesus? Or Easter—the death and resurrection of the man, 
God’s Son? Both are essential—and both are clear evidence of 
the Father’s love for us. 

Happy Christmas! And Happy Easter!  —Cindy Kasper
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Let Us Adore Him!
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds said to them  .  .  . The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told. —Luke 2:8–20
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I  n his portrayal of the nativity scene, Rembrandt focuses 
attention entirely on the Babe in the manger. He does this 

by depicting a shaft of light that falls exclusively on the Christ-
child. Though other figures are there, they are shrouded in 
shadows. Rembrandt knew that to highlight anything else 
would detract from the wonderful significance of that blessed 
event.  

Luke’s gospel gives us a similar picture of Jesus’ birth. We 
are introduced to various people, and the Savior is the focus of 
their attention. He alone fills their hearts with praise. The vir-
gin Mary magnified the Lord because through the coming of 
the Messiah His mercy is extended to “those who fear him” 
(Luke 1:46–50). Zacharias the priest blessed God, declaring, 
“He has come and has redeemed his people” (Luke 1:68). The 
shepherds, who were the first to hear the joyful message that the 
Savior had been born, came and looked upon the baby Jesus, 
then returned “glorifying and praising God” (Luke 2:20). The 
devout Simeon, taking the infant into his arms, was zealous in 
his gratitude and referred to Him as a “light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to . . . Israel” (Luke 2:32). And the 
aged prophetess Anna “spoke of the child to all who were look-
ing forward to the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). 

Won’t you join in that magnificent chorus of praise which 
began nearly two thousand years ago on that holy night? Come, 
let us adore Him, proclaiming joyfully with the angelic host, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 
whom his favor rests”!  —Henry Bosch
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Wonder

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. —Luke 2:15–20
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E lmer Kline, a bakery manager in 1921, was given the job 
of naming the company’s new loaf of bread. As he strug-

gled to come up with something “catchy,” he found his answer 
in an unlikely place. While visiting the grounds of the India-
napolis Motor Speedway, he stopped to watch the International 
Balloon Festival. 

Later he described the sight of the beautiful hot-air balloons 
launching into the Indiana sky as one of “awe and wonder-
ment.” The thought stuck, and he called the new product 
Wonder Bread. To this day, the packaging for Wonder Bread is 
brightened by colorful balloons.

Wonder, however, is a word that evokes something more 
significant than a loaf of bread or hot-air balloons. One diction-
ary defines wonder as “a cause of astonishment or admiration.” 
It’s a word that captures the experience of all the people sur-
rounding the events of the coming of Jesus into the world—the 
angels, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and all the people they 
told. Luke said they were “amazed” (2:18). For all of them, try-
ing to understand the birth of Christ was an exercise in wonder. 

As we celebrate Christmas, may we be filled with wonder at 
His love and His coming!  —Bill Crowder
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Two Bethlehems

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his king-
dom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a vir-
gin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God.  
  —Luke 1:26–35
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T  he birth of Jesus Christ was unlike any other. Mary’s 
was an “other world” conception. The angel told her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35). The child con-
ceived in her was from outside our world. And it had to be so, 
because the boy born to Mary was Immanuel, “God with us” 
(Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23). 

The baby born in Bethlehem was of heavenly origin. God 
had entered the earth in the form and nature of Mary’s little 
son. He came into the world from above, and His incarnation 
made possible our redemption.

Now think about it. Our own new birth—our regenera-
tion—comes from outside the world. Jesus said that we are 
born again “of the Spirit” (John 3:3, 7–8). Our salvation is not 
from an earthly source, but from God Himself through Jesus by 
means of His Spirit. In a sense, then, our heart becomes a 
“Bethlehem stable,” a place where Jesus comes into the world. 
We open the door to Him by faith, and He is born in us by the 
blessed Holy Spirit. 

We make Him known to others by His power in us. He 
affects every aspect of our lives. We are a “Bethlehem,” His 
place of entrance into today’s world.  —Dave Egner
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Touched at Christmas

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

He called a little child and had him stand among them. And 
he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

“And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name 
welcomes me. But if anyone causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths 
of the sea. 

“Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to 
sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom 
they come! . . .”

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those 
who brought them. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.  
  —Matthew 18:1–7; 19:13–15
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I  n the past I’ve been annoyed by crowded church ser-
vices during the Christmas season. I disliked the jam-

packed pews and the hard-to-find parking places. I’ve even 
grumbled after being shunted to an overflow room when the 
sanctuary had filled long before the service began. Why don’t 
these people who come once a year just stay home? I thought.

My attitude seemed to mirror that of the disciples, who 
scolded those who brought children to Jesus for His blessing 
(Matthew 19:13). Whatever the reasons, the disciples must 
have thought they had no right to be there. But Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” (v. 14).

I finally came to realize that it’s a good thing whenever a 
person is drawn to a gathering that celebrates Jesus’ birth. 
Whether it’s a children’s program, a candlelight service, or a 
concert by the choir, we never know when someone will 
encounter Christ the Lord. Broadcast journalist Harry Rea-
soner once said: “So if a Christian is touched only once a year, 
the touching is still worth it, and maybe on some given Christ-
mas, some quiet morning, the touch will take.”

Christmas seems to bring out the child in all of us. And 
every child is welcomed by Jesus.  —David McCasland
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Born to Die

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the LORD Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus. —Matthew 1:18–25
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A   lthough millions celebrate Jesus’ birthday, few seem 
to be aware of its real significance.

We recognize that His birth was unusual because He was 
born of a virgin. His life was unique too, for He was the only 
one who lived without sinning. His death was also unusual. 
Jesus was not a martyr. He was not the victim of unfortunate 
circumstances, dying for a worthy cause. Nor did He lay down 
His life just to set a good example. There’s much more to it than 
that. The Lord Jesus came into this world to be our Savior! 

Jesus Himself said that He came “to seek and to save what 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). Who are the lost? The Bible tells us that 
“all have sinned” and that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 
3:23; 6:23). In order to save the world, Jesus had to die for it. 
He came and lived the perfect life and then died the death we 
should have died. The true meaning of Christmas is that Jesus 
was born to die. Because He was crucified and then rose from 
the dead, forgiveness of sin and assurance of heaven is now 
offered to all who believe (John 1:12).

Have you accepted God’s gift of salvation? If not, do so 
today, and this will be your most meaningful Christmas ever.   
   —Richard De Haan
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 Praiseworthy
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in 
the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and 
the elders  .  .  . And they sang a new song: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 
 and with your blood you purchased men for God 
 from every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

.  .  . 

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,  .  .  . They 
encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a 
loud voice they sang: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise!” 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power,  

for ever and ever!” 
  —Revelation 5:6, 9, 11–13
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T  he Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra and Symphonic 
Choir were presenting their annual Christmas concert. 

Near the conclusion, they were joined by the four thousand 
members of the audience in singing: “Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come! Let earth receive her King.” I got chills when we 
sang the words, “And heaven and nature sing.”

Despite the magnificence of that moment, it was but a faint 
shadow of the praise that will be raised to the Lamb in heaven. 
Jesus is worthy of the adoration and praise of all beings: “Wor-
thy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” (Revela-
tion 5:12).

In Revelation 5, we read John’s description of a widening 
circle of praise to the Lord. It begins with “four living creatures 
and the twenty-four elders” (v. 8). They are joined by angels 
numbering “ten thousand times ten thousand” (v. 11).

But that’s not all. Every creature in heaven, on earth, and in 
the sea will one day sing, “To him who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever 
and ever!” (v. 13).

You don’t have to wait for that day to sing praise to the 
Lamb. He is worthy of your praise right now!  —Dave Egner
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Down from His Glory

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the dark-
ness has not understood it . . .

He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, 

nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. —John 1:1–5, 10–14
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T  he land of Persia was once ruled by a wise and beloved 
Shah who cared greatly for his people and desired only 

what was best for them. One day he disguised himself as a poor 
man and went to visit the public baths. The water for the baths 
was heated by a furnace in the cellar, so the Shah made his way 
to that dark place to sit with the man who tended the fire. The 
two men shared coarse food, and the Shah befriended the man 
in his loneliness. Day after day the ruler went to visit the man. 
The worker became attached to this stranger because he “came 
where he was” (Luke 10:33). One day the Shah revealed his 
true identity, and he expected the man to ask him for a gift. 
Instead, he looked long into his leader’s face and with love and 
wonder in his voice said, “You left your palace and your glory 
to sit with me in this dark place, to eat my coarse food, and to 
care about what happens to me. On others you may bestow rich 
gifts, but to me you have given yourself!”

As we think of what our Lord has done for us, we can echo 
that fire tender’s sentiments. Oh, what a step our Lord took—
from heaven to earth, from the worship of angels to the mock-
ing of cruel men, from glory to humiliation! To provide our 
salvation, Jesus came in human flesh, took upon Himself the 
form of a servant, and “became obedient to death—even death 
on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). What a sacrifice—our great Cre-
ator became our Savior! Surely He deserves our heartfelt wor-
ship and humble adoration.  —Paul Van Gorder
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